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E-mail: aglasow@mmart.com
DEZAHRA OPENS UPSCALE TILE AND MOSAIC SHOWROOM

AT THE WASHINGTON DESIGN CENTER 

Grand Opening Event Thursday, February 17, 2005

Washington, D.C.  (February 8, 2005) – DeZahra, purveyors of exclusive, beautiful hand-crafted natural stone, antique and reclaimed tiles will open its first showroom here at The Washington Design Center, the Capital’s premiere resource center for kitchen, bath and home decor products. DeZahra will celebrate its entry into the Washington DC area with a Grand Opening cocktail event on Feb. 17t, 5:30 to 8:00 pm. 

The new DeZahra showroom enables both design professionals and discriminating homeowner’s direct access to a brand new collection of top-of-the-line stone, tile and mosaics from Tunisia. Here, shoppers will see products they will not find any place else for every room in the better to finer home.  A distinct blending of traditional with the exotic North African Mediterranean showcases DeZahra’s product offerings as unique and especially suited for the high-end luxury collection found at The Washington Design Center.
DeZahra integrates modern and ancient designs, utilizing the timeless techniques of highly skilled artisans, to create collections, which will transform any environment into a piece of art. DeZahra’s product line includes:

· Marble, limestone, and terracotta flooring and wall coverings 

· Marble and limestone sinks and tubs 

· Micromosaic borders, inserts, medallions, and backsplashes 
· Reclaimed stone, reclaimed, antique ceramic tiles 

Shopping hours for DeZahra and the kitchen, bath and home decor product showrooms of The Washington Design Center are Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A product knowledgeable staff committed to first-class customer service will be a hallmark of the DeZahra showroom.  

“We are pleased that DeZahra chose to locate its new showroom at The Washington Design Center which is located in the heart of the capital and recognized as the leading Center for luxurious products that are not found anywhere else in the market” said Andrew Glasow, vice president marketing, Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc. (MMPI) which manages the location for parent company Vornado Realty Trust. “We believe that DeZahra’ commitment a new collection of stone, tile and mosaic products makes them an ideal fit for the collection of luxury brands currently found at The Washington Design Center”. 
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The Washington Design Center is the only complete home furnishings resource in the mid-Atlantic that offers both the design trade and the public an unprecedented luxury shopping experience. It is the premier design center for kitchen, bath and building products.  The building products showrooms feature important brands like Clive Christian, Rutt Handcrafted Cabinetry, Wood-Mode, Paris Ceramics, Ferguson Enterprises, Poliform, Snaidero and more.

The Washington Design Center is located at 300 D Street, SW in Washington, D.C., above the Federal Center SW Metro Station served by the Orange and Blue lines. For information on the showrooms, programs and special events of the Center, call 202/646-6118 or visit online at kitchenbathcenter.com

Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc. (MMPI) is a trade show and property management firm, specializing in managing buildings devoted to wholesale showrooms and commercial office space.  MMPI produces more than 300 trade

shows, market events and conferences each year.

MMPI manages The Merchandise Mart, Chicago Apparel Center, and 33 North Dearborn in Chicago; Market Square, the Suites at Market Square, Hamilton Market, Plaza Suites, Furniture Plaza and the National Furniture Mart in High Point, N.C.; the Architects & Designers Building and 7 W New York in New York; the L.A. Mart in Los Angeles; and the Washington Design Center and Washington Office Center in Washington D.C.

Vornado Realty Trust, owner of MMPI, based in New York City, is a fully integrated real estate investment trust. Vornado’s common shares are listed on the New York Stock Exchange and are traded under the symbol VNO. 
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